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bee hive (fig. 34). Matthiolus describes one of the latter type,
in which the retorts are placed between the tiles, and its mode
of operation in the following words:1)

Ultima hac fornace utuntur Veneti ac Neapolitan], qui vitreis alem-
bicis abundant. In aqua una tantum die et nocte, sicco ignis calore, eliciunt
quas ultra centum libras. Fornax rotunda est, ut ex imagine hie appicta
apparet, fornacibus, quad in Genuanorum visuntur vaporariis, omnino similis.
Continet hasc circum< circa numerosa fictilia, intrinsecus vitro incrustata,
urinalis forman referentia et dih'gente sane artificio argillaceo luto aggluti-
nata, quibus singulis per rotum fornacis ambitum singuli adduntur vitrei
alembici, e quorum vertrce ex globulo ad hoc parato, recipientia crassius-
culo funiculo ad alligata, pendent Calefit haec fornax eodem modo, quo
Germanicorum vaporariorum fornacis. Atquedum ignis vehemens est, vacua
reJinquunt vasa, donee parumper remittatur^ ne violente calore plantae et
fJores exurantur. Tune itaque plures ministri, qui hoc tantum artificio
aluntur, obstructo undique fornacis ostio, ne conclusus expiret calor, herbas
fictih'bus injiciunt} et simul vitreos applicant alembicos. Atque in hunc
modum copiosas eliciunt aquas et olea, quse longe meliores habentur, quam
gitgs plumbeis conficiuntur instrumentis, quod nullam metallorum contrahunt
infectionem.

Although the compilers of the distilling books of the 16. cen-
tury have successively followed the pioneer work of Brunschwig,
especially in regard to illustrations, their writings nevertheless
quite often show considerable differences in views, practical skill,
and experience, and also in the originality of their knowledge
and ability. With but little public intercourse these secluded
workers and writers toiled mostly far from one another, each
in his own sphere and manner, often with but a slight knowledge
of the older writings and of the work of his contemporaries.
With regard to the manner of distillation of the aromatic waters
and oils, this is shown in an unmistakable manner in works com-
piled in the course of the first half of the 16. century by Philipp
Ulstad, Walter Ryff, Adam Lonicer, Valerius Cordus, and Conrad
Gesner. All of these were mainly based on the writings of
Hieronymus Brunschwig. Their views, however, as to the nature
of distillation itself and of the distilling methods and apparatus
are neither in accord with those of Brunschwig, nor with those
of their contemporaries.

x) Petri Andreas Matthioli Opera quae extant omnia. Supplementum:
De ratione destillandi aquas ex omnibus plantis: et quomodo genuini odores
in ipsis aquis conservari possint Basilias 1565. p. 5.